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PREFACE

INDIAN grammarians have divided the Aryan languages
and dialects that were current in the country broadly into
Samskrt and Prakrt. While Samskrt is the representative
of the old Indo-Aryan languages, Prakrt is the name given
to Mid Indo-Aryan languages and dialects, traces of which
are found in the religious and secular literature of the
period from 5th century B.C. to the 11 century A.D., such as
the Pali Canon of the Hinayana, the Prakrt Canon of the
Jains, the lyrics, the epics and the plays and the Prakrt
grammars. These Prakrt languages are said to exhibit
three different stages of growth : early, middle and later
periods. To the early period belong the old Prakrt of the
inscriptions {3rd century B.C. to 2nd century A.D.), the
Pali of the Hinayana and other Buddhist works like the
Mahavam$a and the Jatakas, the Prakrt of the old Jain
Sutras and the Prakrt of the early plays of A§vaghosa.
The Maharastri, the Sauraseni, the Magadhi, etc., arefound
in the plays of later writers like Kalidasa and in the Prakrt
grammars; in the dialects of the early Jaina works, and
the Paisaci of the Brhatkatha. The Apabrahmsa belongs
to the later period.

Among these languages and dialects, Maharastri has
been regarded as the Prakrt par excellence. Dandi, in his
Kavyadarsa, has expressed the same opinion in the
verse :

“ gETCrErHEt WAt 99 SrEd =y

Almost all Prakrt grammarians give rules, at the out-

set, for Maharastri, their special rules for each of the other
il
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languages and state at the end (3T ARTUSEIT), the rest
is like Maharastri. In fact, the fterm Prakrt really denoted
the Maharastri, according to many grammarians. Bha-
maha, for instance, in his Vriti on the Kasg yfi}t&na. sutra,
‘i AT says ¢ WERTHTEN @At ’. Hema-
candra rega,rri\s it as ‘arsa’, the language of the rsis. It
was the language in which the Jain teacher, Mahavira
spoke. Even according to the Valmiki Sutra and the Vrtti
of Irivikrama on it, Maharastri is Prakrt; for, in enume-
rating the Prakrt languages Prakrt is used for Maharastri.
Whetkerit was so called because it formed the base of other
languages and dialects or bacause it was the best known
of them, cannot be definitely known.

Two definitions of ‘ Prakrt based on the etymology of
the word have been current among the old grammarians and
rhetoricians of India. The word ‘ Praket’, according to
many, is derived from Prakrti or ‘ basis’, through the modi-
fication of which the derivative ‘Prakrta is arrived at,
weaning, ¢ coming from ’ or ‘arising out of the basis’. The
Prakrti or basis is considered 2 be Samskrt. Both Katya-
yana and Valmiki have, ‘ smfaredesd * (XI11-2) 2% qEFa-
&g . Hemacandra, too, in his Siddahemacandra, devotes
the first seven chapters to the exposition of the grammar
of the Samskrt language and the eighth chapter to the
grammar of the Prakrt language. In his comment on the
sutra, * 1T SFA’, he says < qHH: qEFT, AT 9T, qq AT
1 9r%a ” indicating, thereby, that the basis for the Prakrs
language is Samskrt. Trivikrama, in his Vrtti on the
Valmiki Sutra, writes ag—

 ATRETFA WA, R TEI |
METAT SLATGANT 35T G757 7|
Markandeya, in his Prakrtasarvasva, also declares Samskrt
to be the basis for Prakrt (aia: degad ax W arEd).
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But Namisadhn, the famous commentator of Rudrata’s
Kavyalankara (II-12) gives a different explanation of the
word Prakrta. He considers that the Prakrti or the basis
of these languages and dialects is not Samskrt, but the
natural language of the common people, free from the rules
of grammar as distinguished from the language of the
cultured or refined people. Or it is the la.ngua,ore ¢ created
of old’ (9T F), the language in which Mahzvira spoke
and from which all others are derived. It has taken diffe-
rent shape in different regions. It is the language of the
people, from which the refined langnage Samskrt emerged,
This explains why the Sastrakara spoke of Prakrt first.

“ FRETTSAT = ww&rmwxm qES T~
SATAIT: GHE: | aT 99 99 T OHany | Wﬁﬂaﬁ &
R AFAME A RRESE 9 99 FEATFES
mmganqga“ta TEFANCANTS  FIqg=Tq | q-
frgwsRIreasd AT T Tt GeRrscnrs 9ar-

grizarse Rt margatra&m:ﬁ% | wE O e
AT MEHAAEY (AT azg qeHarsie | ”

No doubt, more than 95 per cent of the words in
Prakrt are traceable to their Samskrt origin. Yet there
are words which are really relics of the language of the
people. Namisadhu’s explanation,* therefore, has consi-
derable plausibility. How then should Hemacandra’s
derivation ¢ AHATATH ArHT° be understood ? It might be
that the Prakrt grammarians were not at all keen on
tracing the origin of these languages but on bringing out a
grammar of the vast literature in the languages which was
before them. They simply adopted the form and termino-
logy of the Samskrt grammar since they were quite familiar

*His explanations are not accepted by later writers like Vagbhata..
They give a late origin to Samskrt, which is against the traditional
view,
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to the people. The existence of Prikvt grainmars in
Samskrt on the model of Panini’s grammar leud§ support
to this surmise. Hemacandra’s gloss “ a@mfy: HERT qg
wg qa ata a1 would mean that the basis or the pattern
on which the grammatical treatises of thege languaoes were
written was the grammar of the Samslkryt language.

There exist divergent views regarding the number of
Prakrt languages.  According to Vararuci- Katyiyana,
whose work 1s considered to be the carliest treatise on
Prakrt grammar, Prakrt languages are fouy Maharistri,
Paisaci, Magadhi, Sauraséni. Among hem Paidiei and
Magadhi are the Vikrtis of Sauraséui Vilmiki  and
Trivikrama  add  FRsmRamfy and AT b0 the st
Hemacandra divides the language into Samsket and Prakeit
and brings under Prakrt, wmg (Maharastri), Sfm'ur:‘nséni,
Magadhi, Paisici, culiki Paisaci and Apabhiramdn. Bt
how Prak-krtam can be Prakrtam and not Priil-krtam and
how Ardhamagadhi is the basis of all languages is not
intelligible,

It may be, that, originally, only the first fous of these
languages were considered important, while in cowrse of
time, ‘%L%Wéﬂriﬁ" and Apabhramsa, were given in-
dependent status and added to the list. The names ol the
languages further suggest that they were regional languages ;
the Maharastri, being the language of the country of
Godavari ; the Sauraséni, the language of the Madh yadésn;
the Magadhi, the language of the Magadha and the
Ardha,mégadhi, spoken below the region of the Sauraséni
and the Magadhi,

The grammatica] treatises on Prakrt which are now
available may be classified as belonging either to the
Bastern or to the Western school. Bharatn, author of the
Natyasastra, whose 1, concern is the drama and its
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technigme, has some rules on Prakrt because he is interested
m the Prikes oceurring in the dramatic treatises. DBut the
first systematic grammar on the Prakrt languages is the
Prikrta Sutrasof Vararuci-Katyayana in twelve chapters.
Natyayana is the best representative of the Eastern school.
Heds followed by Kramadisvara, Lanké$vara, Ramatarka-
vivgisa, and Markand@ya.  The oldest commentary on
Pritkriie Sutea of Katyayana is that by Bhamaha. It is
known ws Prikrtaprakasa, also as Mandbrama. To the
Western school helongs the Prakrta Sutra of Valmiki. Tt
has been comiented on by Trivikrama, Laksh midhara and
Stmhardja.  Hemacandra also follows Valmiki,

A doubt has been raised regarding the authorship of
the Sutras and the identification of Valmiki with the
author of the Rimdyana. Laxmidhara, in his commentary
on the Sutras, ascribes the Sutras to Valmiki. But the
tippani or gloss in the printed edition of the Vrtti of
Trivikrama aseribes then to I'rivikrama himself. The latter
view is unbenable as Trivikraina himself in his Vrtsi on
D146 shates ‘aq%r@ oFRT gIag: . If the Sutras were
by Trivikruna this Vrthi on the Sutra cannot be properly
explained. Valmiki should, therefore, be considered as the
atthor of the Sutras.  The question now arises whether
the gage Vabniki, author of the Rimayana was the author
of these sutras.  Mallikfimdruta and Sambhurahasya, no
doubt, ascribe o Priket gramunar to him; but there are
no adequate proofs to assume the present work to be by
hinm. It may be by a later writer of the same name-

The Prakrtwoanidips, also known as Prakrtamani-
dipikit, w commentary on the Sutias of Valmiki, is now
publishied for the first time with a gloss by the editor,
Syi TLT. Vidvan Srinivasagopalachar. The work is aseribed
to Chinnabommabhipa, one of the Vijayanagar vassal kings
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But from the Pradasti at the end of the work, it is learnt
that Appayadiksite, at the instance of his patron Chinna.—
bomma, wrote it and fathered it upon 'his patron as is
quite common in Indian literature. According to the
author’s horoscope drawn beautifully by the editor he lived
between A.D. 1553-1626. He is no other than the famous
Appayadiksita, the ardent advocate of Saivism, and authox
of the Sivarkamanidipika and several other important works
on Saivismn and the author of the commentary on the
Yadavabhyudaya of Vedantadesika.

’ It is needless to repeat the description, given in the
Samskrt introduction, of the manuscripts collated to bring
out this critical edition of the work with severa.l
appendices. |

The Institute is deeply indebted to the Librarian of
the Palace Sarasvati Bhandar, Mysore, and Dr. C.
Narayana Rao, M.A.,LT., Anantapur, for their kindness in
lending their manuscripts for collation.

H. R. RANGASWAMY IVYENGA X
Superiniendent.
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